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This Bountiful 
Hudson River

George Flobeck, in blue shirt and Ray Holmes 
in bow of their crabbing boat, handing up the 

baskets to Clarke Holmes on the tarmac.

It was a beautiful, bright clear morning when 
I pulled into the huge parking lot of Cornetta’s 
Seafood Restaurant in Piermont, NY, (just below the 
Tappan Zee Bridge on the west shore) to find the 
“boys” unloading their “catch of the day” into their 
pickup truck.

 Just a few years ago this scene was played out 
in many locations on the lower Hudson River, now 
the Holmes brothers, Ray and Clarke and George 
Flobeck were the last commercial crabbers on the 
Hudson River.

 Six bushel baskets were unloaded onto the 
ground from the boat Each bushel basket holding 
approximately 40 large blue claw crabs, arguably 
the finest blue claws on the East Coast.

by John H. Vargo, Publisher
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Clarke Holmes putting 
baskets full of blue claws in 
the “Crabman” pickup truck.

When asked, “Clarke 
where are you taking 
these beautiful blue 
claws?”  His reply was 
“Ray, my brother has 
a list of customers a 
mile long, no problem 
getting rid of them”!

 
The crabs are caught 

in what is called 
“overnighters” these 
are large, 24’ x 24’ 
square wire nets with 
two entrances and bait 
in a center basket.  The 
traps are set on a long 
main line and hauled 
up to the boat one 
after another, similar 
to the way lobstermen 
haul their traps.

 
The blue claw crabs 

that are caught during 
September and 
October are the finest 
crabs you can catch 
as they have had all 
summer to grow into 
their tremendous size.

 

RE-POWER EXPERTS
INBOARDS & OUTBOARDS

845-336-8111
robertiboats.com
835 Flatbush Road
Kingston NY, 12401

Nick Roberti's Marine BOAT TRAILERS In-Stock 

LARGEST MARINE 
STORE AROUND

HUGE In-Stock
Parts 
Inventory

Knowledgeable
Friendly Sta�

Yamaha 
Evinrude
Trailers

Jon Boats
Fish & Ski

Polar Kraft
Crestliner

Large Selection!

Best Prices
Anywhere !

ALL IN STOCK 
OUTBOARDS
BELOW

DEALER COST

Scheduling Over Winter Upgrades & Installations:
A/C & Heat • Radar • Generator • GPS • Autopilot, etc.

Get More for Your MoneySTORAGE AVAILABLE
BOATS WITH or WITHOUT TRAILERS

EXPERT  HAULING
WINTERIZING 
& SHRINKWRAPPING

Reserve Now for Spring 2017

845-331-7061

91 OCTANE ETHANOL FREE GAS

Enjoy Your Fall at Rondout!

• HUDSON VALLEY CUSTOM CANVAS
with Bonnie Coliukos

WiFi


