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Men of the Hour 

by  John H Vargo, Publisher
Saturday, October 5,  2019 was a beaut i fu l  fa l l  day to be standing in a f ie ld and 

witnessing a piece of  h istory being brought back from obl iv ion.
The or ig inal  Hudson River Riverkeeper boat had been si t t ing in th is f ie ld for  over 25 

years,  unknown to al l . 
What made this part icular day so poignant was the group of  characters f rom the past 

who came too see this boat being made ready to be trai lered to Liberty Landing Marina 
in New Jersey for a complete restorat ion!

 The or ig inal  Hudson River Fisherman’s Associat ion. 
(Actual ly the only organizat ion lef t  of  the three

Bob Boyle,  Rich Garret t  and many others or ig inal ly 
formed) volunteers had come here to load the boat 
proper ly on a custom made trai ler,  get  the permits 
necessary,   and be on i ts way.

This Saturday morning was special  for  me as I  l ived 
most of  my adul t  l i fe,  r ight  through the ent i re episode 
of  th is very environmental  movement.   This included 
being at  the or ig inal  meet ing at  Bob Boyles house 

on Finny Farm Road in Croton, N Y in 1975, to the 
present event taking places before my eyes.

I t  is  amazing how much of  what happened since has 
been ei ther forgotten, glossed over,  and purposely 
changed to f i t  certain histor ical ly correct  concerns of 
people.   Fortunately a few others and I ,  are st i l l  a l ive 
to:  “ te l l  i t  l ike i t  is” !

Despi te what Wikipedia says on the Internet,  much 
of  that  which took place from the very incept ion of 
the Hudson River Fisherman’s Associat ion or ig inal 
events has been lost  e i ther by design or accident.
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This part icular group of  HRFA 
volunteers was ready and wi l l ing 
to help in any way they could to 
br ing th is memorable boat out of 
th is f ie ld,  and back to real i ty.

I  remember as i f  i t  was 
yesterday si t t ing in Bob Boyles 
l iv ing room with Fred Dan Beck, 
Rich Garret t ,  Dome Perone, Art 
Golka an at  least  25 other local 
f isherman, hunters,  an t rappers 
al l  want ing too help Bob Boyle 
form the HRFA. 

 Unfortunately for  Bob his 
wi fe was upstairs dying in bed 
as he came down to at tend the 
meet ing,  He would come down 
say a few words and then run 
back up the stairs to take care 
of  h is wi fe!

That meet ing was created by 
the t remendous pol lut ion that 
was being exposed by these 
very men in the room. This 
pol lut ion included a 36- inch 
concrete pipe that dai ly dumped 
oi l  into the south s ide of  the 
Hudson River at  Croton Point , 
a Westchester County dump 
fueled by al l  the garbage in 
Westchester that  had over the 
past 35 years f i l led a beaut i fu l 
marsh into an unbel ievable open 
land f i l l  that  cont inuously caught 
f i re,  on a weekly basis f rom the 
combinat ion of  mater ia ls that 
were dumped there.

Radiat ing out f rom this epa- 
center of  pol lut ion to the 
south,  a l l  the way to New York 
Ci ty,  an to the north,  a l l  the 
way to Albany, were dozens of 
factor ies,  v i l lages and ci t ies that 
were cont inuously poisoning the 
Hudson River wi th their  waste.

On top of  that  you had Penn 
Central  Rai l road, wi th i ts coal 
burning steam engines, spewing 
out coal  dust  on the r iver to the 
point  that  the “ t ide lanes” those 
areas where wind and t idal 
currents forced the debr is an

Sewage into narrow bands 
of  accumulat ion,  providing a 
v is ib le display of  th is terr ib le 
poisoning of  the Hudson River.

Yet wi th al l  that  pol lut ion, 
commercial  f ishing, as wel l 
as recreat ional  f ishing was 
booming up an down the 
Hudson River! 

Man of  the Hour,  Dave Mercer who pract ical ly s ingle 
handi ly bui l t  a t ra i ler,  jacked up the boat,  and got i t  ready 

for th is big day and .Aram Set ian incoming HRFA president 
discussing what needs to be done next.

lef t  to r ight :   Bob Walters,  John Cronin,  David Mercer, 
Janis Soto,  Aram Set ian,  Dan Harr is ion,  John Vargo, 

Gi l  Hawkins and Jessica Kuonen.

Gi l  Hawkins past president of  the HRFA, (whi te hair 
in background) Janis Soto back to camera, and other 
volunteers al l  t ry ing to help put the new wheels on the 
custom bui l t  t ra i ler  that  would take the Riverkeeper 
boat to Liberty Landing Marina for a complete rebui l .

That or ig inal  meet ing,  in Bob 
Boyles house, populated by the very 
commercial  f isherman who would 
soon have their  l ivel ihood lost , 
(unknown to them at th is meet ing), 
worked with Bob and the nucleus of 
the HRFA in the hopes that somehow 
things would get better on the “River” .

No quest ion,  the Hudson River today 
is a far  cry f rom 1975, but these very 
men lost  their  way of  l i fe,  and in some 
cases considerable amounts of  money 
as the “River” ,   the very reason the 
men were in the house that day was 
the downfal l  of  their  way of  l i fe!   

Science and technology brought 
“ improvements” to our l ives that made 
i t  unnecessary to work as hard,  or 
for  as long hours manual ly,  that  our 
forefathers had before us.

Today the or ig inal  Hudson River 
Fisherman’s Associat ion,under the 
present leadership of  Dan Harr ison, 
President,  Gi l l  Hawkins,  past 
President,over 600 paying dues 
members promotes the very th ings that 
the or ig inal  men in the room stood for.

My hat is off  to them, “The last  of  the 
Mohicans”!


