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By Pete Bardunias, President/CEO, the 
Chamber of Southern Saratoga County

Alex Salomatoff.

If  you have a question for Master Mechanic and 
Owner of  Alex’s Marine Plus in New Windsor, NY, 

simply call Alex at 845-565-9199  
or e-mail, AlexsMarine@aol.com

ALEX SALOMATOFF HAS 
THE ANSWERS TO YOUR

BOAT 
QUESTIONS!

Quest ion #346 for  Alex :   W h a t  i s  t h e  n u m b e r  o n e  i t e m  t o  c h e c k  o n 
a n  o l d e r  o u t b o a r d  t o  a s s u r e  g o o d  r u n n i n g  co n d i t i o n ?

Compress ion,  compress ion,  compress ion.   Without  i t  the engine 
s imply  wi l l  not  run proper ly  no matter  what  e lse  you do to  replace, 
c lean or  ser v ice  other  components  of  your  older  outboard,  jet  sk i ,  or 
inboard.

Here is  how you do i t :   Fi rst  use  a  re l iable  compress ion gauge that  f i ts 
the spark  plug hole  of  your  engine.

Remove the spark  plug f rom the c yl inder.   Screw in  the compress ion 
gauge or  in  some cases,  you can hold the compress ion gauge against 
the spark  plug hole.  Have someone turn over  the engine at  least  t wice.  
Wr i te  down the reading on the gauge.   replace the spark  plug in  that 
c y l inder  you just  tested and remove the nex t  spark  plug.   Repeat  the 
test ing procedure.  BE  SURE AND WRITE DOWN THE COMPRESSION 
READING ON THIS  CYLINDER AS WELL. 

Once you have done ever y  c y l inder  see what  the range is  bet ween 
c yl inders.   I f  the compress ion range var ies  dramatical ly  f rom c yl inder 
to  c y l inder  you have a  ver y  bas ic  problem that  can only  be solved by 
and exper ienced mechanic  l ike  we have on staf f.

Obviously  i t  i s  impor tant  to  k now what  the operat ing range should be 
before  gett ing star ted for  that  par t icular  engine.

W e  o f f e r  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  s e r v i c e s  -
M aintenance/Tune ups – Complete  ser v ice  and par ts  for  a l l  s izes  f rom the smal lest 

Outboards  to  I nboard Diesels .
Complete Engine/D rive Rep owers  –  From replacing your  engine to  rebui lding 

your  outdr ive.  We have over  25 years  exper ience.
E lec tronic  I nstal lations  –  From s imple  R adio insta l l  to  GPS and R adar  inter fac ing.
I nside/O utside Detai l ing  –  Keep your  boat  gl istening with a  Wash & Wax
M obile/Do ckside S er vice  –  Our  exper t  &  re l iable  mobi le  boat  repair  technic ians 

wi l l  come to you i f  you are  not  able  to  come to us.  Whether  i t  be your  home or  local 
mar ina.

Winterization/Storage  –  We offer  complete  Engine and System winter izat ion with 
secure on s i te  storage.

RV M aintenance  –  We can maintain  your  new R V or  recondit ion your  used one.
Jet-Sk i  M aintenance  –  We offer  complete  ser v ice  and repairs  of  a l l  personal 

watercraf t  and i f  speed is  what  you need,  we can do that  too.
AT V M aintenance – We offer  complete  ser v ice  and repairs  on a l l  AT V ’s ,  no matter 

what  s ize.


