
May - June  201950

Your Insurance
with Cathy Karas

Cathy J. Karas, Certified Insurance Counselor, President, Karas 
Insurance Agencies Inc, 321 So. Riverside Ave.,  

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

DON’T SINK 
BEFORE THE
SEASON STARTS
I’m  guessing with our mi ld winter. that  the 2019 boat ing season 

wi l l  s tar t  ear ly.  Everyone’s  is  a lways anxious to get their  boats in 
the water and begin al l  the water act iv i t ies missed over the cold 
months past.  Whether your fancy be cruis ing,  f ishing, jetski ing, 
waterski ing,  sai l ing,  kayaking, rowing or just  s i t t ing at  the dock 
with your favor i te beverage, there are many preparatory i tems that 
need to be observed before you can enjoy any of  these act iv i t ies. 
Each type of  boat and manufacturer may have a di fferent set  of 
procedures,  so i t  is  important to fo l low the direct ions or contact 
your dealer or manufacturer i f  you are launching and prepar ing 
your boat  for  the season and have any quest ions.   I f  you hire a 
marine mechanic or dealership to do this work for  you, then you 
can quest ion what steps they wi l l  fo l low, their  exper ience and 
also to see i f  they have insurance for their  operat ions.  Whether 
you are launching your boat yoursel f ,  or  having i t  done for you, 
i t  is  not  something to rush into,  as over looking one thing could 
resul t  in t ragedy. I  recommend making up your own checkl ist , 
laminat ing i t  and keeping one copy in the boat and one copy at 
home. You can also include a l is t  of  staples you keep on the boat 
or what you might need each t ime you go out.  How annoying is 
i t  to get al l  the way down to the c lub or marina and real ize you 
forgot a cr i t ical  i tem - the key, your f ishing equipment,  radio or 
beverage of  choice!  Here are some points you should consider 
before launching your boat:

Even i f  you use a marine mechanic or marine dealer,  there are 
st i l l  tasks for  you to do to insure safe operat ion.  After removing 
the cover inspect the condi t ion of  the boat.  I f  appl icable,  you 
may need to repaint  the bottom.

Besides f i r ing up the engine, check to make sure al l  mechanics 
are in working order such as bi lge pumps, radio,  anchors,  depth 
f inder and l ights.  Be sure plugs are in the t ransom are replaced 
i f  worn and seal  is  not t ight .  Make sure you have enough l i fe 
jackets for  a l l  the di fferent s izes of  guests you may have on 
board.   And contrary to popular bel ief ,  not  a l l  dogs can swim. 
Have your dog wear one at  a l l  t imes when on the boat or near the 
water.  These special  l i fe jackets usual ly have a loop on the back 
you can grab with a boat hook.

Other safety i tems to have on board are f lares,  whist les, 
addi t ional  l ines,  extra c lothing, nonper ishable food and charts. 
Always remember your cel l  phone. I f  you are old enough to 
remember Gi l l igan’s Is land, th is was a good TV show but a 
personal  reenactment would not be fun.

I f  you have Sea Tow or have an insurance pol icy that  includes 
emergency water service,  be sure to have the

phone number readi ly avai lable.  Jetski  operators need to 
remember to carry their  complet ion card for  the boat ing course. 
Not having i t   or  i f  you are found boat ing whi le intoxicated, or 
v io lat ing any other rule can mean a· f ine and the violat ion can 
appear on your dr iver ’s l icense. This appl ies to operators of  a l l 
craf ts.

Review your insurance pol icy before you venture out.  Many 
pol ic ies contain ei ther or both -  a “navigat ional

terr i tory”  and a “ lay up per iod”.  The navigat ional  terr i tory 
designates exact ly where you can use your boat and the lay up 
per iod when your boat has to be out of  the water.  I f  you void ei ther 
of  these provis ions you would most l ikely be out of  luck when f i l ing 
a c la im. I f  you plan to do any waterski ing,  tubing or any other 
watersport  act iv i ty,  make sure your pol icy wi l l  include coverage 
for th is in case of  in jury to the part ic ipant.

I f  you are helping out at  a yacht c lub,  i f  you are a member or not, 
f ind out i f  there is any medical  insurance that would cover your 
in jury.  Lots of  th ings can go wrong launching a boat,  repair ing a 
dock, etc. .

Not a safety issue, but check your premium and coverage l imi ts 
on your pol icy.  You may be able to get a better rate and/or better 
coverage with another company. I f  you have hul l  coverage, what 
is your l imi t? Would a loss be adjusted with depreciat ion or do 
you have replacement cost  coverage? I f  you have not reviewed 
your pol icy in recent years,  now is the t ime, not when you have a 
potent ia l  c la im. Our agency represents many boat insurers and we 
would be happy to provide a f ree review and quote for  your current 
pol icy at  any t ime- Monday- Fr iday 8:45-4:45.

Disclaimer:  This art ic le is for  informat ion purposes only. 
Contact  your own agent or company for speci f ics on your own 

pol icy.  Cathy J.  Karas,  President,  Cert i f ied Insurance Counselor-

QKaras Insurance Agency, 
321 South Riverside Ave, 

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 
ph 914-271-5188, fx 914-271-9390, 

emai l  cathykaras@karasinsurance.com

photo:  w w w.nzherald.co.nz


