This restaurant is directly on the Hudson River in Athens, NY (At
the top of the photo, past the island is Hudson, NY)

by John H. Vargo, Publisher

An outstanding, well constructed restaurant, like no other
anywhere in the mid Hudson River area.

An opportunity like no other! A beautifully,
well-built restaurant situated on the banks of
the Hudson River in Athens, NY. This stunning
turn key operation is the chance of a lifetime.

The relationship between Hudson and Athens
is key to the success of anyone who purchases
this waterfront dream. While it may be the
“Local’s”, who are the main customers of this
restaurant, it is the tourists and regular out
of town visitors, who will continue to grow
the market. Promoting this tourism effort is
greatly supported by the “very active” Greene
County Tourism Agency.

Athens is the center focus of a “Real Estate”
boom like no other. The reason being, a
dramatic favorable property price difference,
and lower taxes in Greene County, which
Athens resides.

On Friday nights, throughout the year,
hundreds of second homeowners from the 5
boroughs and New Jersey travel the railroad
into Hudson, NY. During Spring, Summer and
Fall, many of these property owners take the
Hudson Cruise Ferry the short ride across the
Hudson River to get to their vacation homes in
Sleepy Hollow Lake and the surrounding areas.
This short ferry ride takes about 10 minutes,
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carries a fee of twelve dollars and delivers
customers just a few hundred feet from this
restaurant.

Others use the newly offered services of Uber,
rent a car, or have friends pick them up and
travel to Greene County. Athens and Hudson
are about 9 miles apart and takes about 14
minutes by car.

I mention all of this because investors who
see the big picture realize that GROWTH IN
GREENE COUNTY, especially in real estate, is
booming. The opportunities to buy are NOW!
This outstanding restaurant building with its
gleaming heavy oak interior, was constructed
in 2003. The beautiful, fully equipped kitchen,
the dining areas, outside patio, outdoor bar,
and decks are all screaming OPPORTUNITY!
This property was never marketed to its
major feature, the Hudson River, boasting an
amazing 225 feet of waterfront. It makes your
head swim with endless possibilities.

Besides all the features that this restaurant
has to offer, there is an apartment/office
upstairs that incorporates wonderful views
of the Hudson River. With the eagles, ospreys
and ducks that populate the island only a few
hundred feet away.
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The entire interior of this building is solid oak paneling,

& making for an elegant dining experience.
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On a cold winters night, dining here with the warming fireplace,
this can be an unforgettable experience.

Another look at the main dining area.

For further information on this terrific
opportunity call Kelli Forschner at
518-429-0841. Lake and Mountain Realty,
LLC office information at 518-731-3222
www.lakeandmountainllc.com
Greene County, NY Real Estate specializing
in Sleepy Hollow Lake in Athens, New York.
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MERNA POPPER
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There have been two woman in my life. My wife of 54 years that
passed in 2013 and Merna Popper who | met only two short years
ago and passed quite suddenly on May 24 2019.

Merna Popper was a character! Raised by a father and mother
that loved her dearly and brought her into the business world of
her fathers in New York City. When only in her teens Merna would
play sercratary in her fathers office. One day her father yelled
through the door, Toot's, (her father always called Merna Toots).
“get Jack Kennedy on the phone,, here is the telephone number for
the presidents office in Washington!”

Toots dialed the number and sure enough the presidents secretary
answered the telephone call. Toot's father and Jack Kennedy spoke
for 45 minutes according to Merna's recollection.

After Sara Lawrence College in Bronxville, NY she had a series of
jobs, and travaled the world. In 1983, Merna with a partner created
a monthly newspaper in Westchester County, New York that opened
up an entirely new world to Merna. Sixty thousand copies a month,
Women's News focused on the ability of woman to have equal
rights with men. It devoted itself to individuals and events that
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Passed May 24, 2019

by John H. Vargo, Publisher

were giving woman equal rights with men. The most influential
individuals in Westchester Country were Merna’s friends and she
used the friendships and acquaintances wisely.

In 1999 Merna sold Womans News to a group of Wall Streeters. On
Febuary 6, 2000, Elsa Brenner of the New York Times interviewed
Merna as to why she sold the newspaper when other newspapers
were thriving.

Typically Merna answered, “They lie!” Further she said, you have
to be a Rupert Murdoch to own a newspaper, | could not afford it!".

Merna’s love of art led her to opening an antique and art business
in Andes. NY under the name of Andes Art and Antiques. This was
about as far away as you can get from the roaring New York City
crowd and Merna Love of country life. Over the past 12 years Merna
had serious bouts with lung cancer. She would beat it, then, after
a period of time it would come back. Stubborn and a decision
maker to the end she decided that she would put a hospital bed in
her house and try to recover there.

Merna always believed in first person journalism. She was an
inspiration to me. | throughly enjoyed her company!
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