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Cycl ists wi l l  have some great opportuni t ies to r ide alongside 
upstate New York waterways as the Empire State Trai l  cont inues 
to take shape.  Whi le the Trai l  meanders across many in land 
routes south of  Albany, i t  essent ia l ly  fo l lows the old Er ie and 
Champlain Canal  towpaths wherever possible across the state.  
A new sect ion was dedicated in Schuylervi l le just  steps from the 
Schuyler Yacht Basin,  the new Gateway Vis i tor  Center (under 
construct ion) and the very spot where General  Burgoyne’s men 
lay down their  arms in 1777 af ter  the Br i t ish defeat at  Saratoga.

“The complet ion of  the Schuylervi l le sect ion of  the Empire 
State Trai l  provides an important opportuni ty for  recreat ional , 
economic and histor ical  development,”  said Tom Wood, 
Supervisor of  the Town of  Saratoga.  “Local  businesses wi l l 
benef i t  and vis i tors wi l l  have the opportuni ty to learn about local 
h istory whi le improving their  physical  f i tness.”

Schuylervi l le Mayor Dan Carpenter added, “The new sect ion 
of  the Empire State Trai l  in the Vi l lage is already making a 
di fference.  The businesses are stepping up to provide amenit ies 
and informat ion for v is i tors.   And the vi l lage is hoping to get 
a grant to expand and organize the recreat ional  opportuni t ies 
between the trai l  and the River -  a s igni f icant l ink in energiz ing 
the community.” 

Many groups got together to get the job done, including 
the Empire State Trai l  (d i rected by Andy Beers),  the Town of 
Saratoga, the Vi l lage of  Schuylervi l le,  the Saratoga County 
Chamber of  Commerce, the Chamber of  Southern Saratoga 
County,  the Schuylervi l le Area Chamber of  Commerce, The 
Hudson – Hoosic Partnership,  Saratoga PLAN, and more.  “The 
sect ion of  the EST/Champlain Canalway Trai l  in Schuylervi l le 
is an important piece of  a major interconnected trai l  system in 
Saratoga County,”  said Jul ie Stokes, emeri tus board member 
of  Saratoga PLAN.  With the grant f rom New York State we 
brought together municipal ,  business and pr ivate partners to 
bui ld th is sect ion.”   “The complet ion of  th is t ra i l  is  the resul t 
of  several  people and groups al l  working hard together,”  adds 
Supervisor Wood.  “We al l  share a common vis ion for making the 
Schuylervi l le area the best i t  can be.”

As the Canal cont inues to re-shape i tsel f  for  the 21st Century 
economy, many cycl ists are t ry ing the Canalway Chal lenge – an 
indiv idual ized contest  which encourages people to t ry cycl ing, 
paddl ing,  running, hik ing or walk ing along the 524 mi les of 
in land waterways that comprise the Canal System.  “My dog and 
I  are part  of  the Canalway Chal lenge,”  says Stokes.  “We are 
over hal fway to our 90 mi le goal .   We hope many people use this 
sect ion to complete port ions of  th is statewide chal lenge.” 
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Right above:This photo col lage from the Town of  Saratoga 
Histor ian’s Off ice descr ibes i t  a l l  – a joyous occasion along 
the Hudson River on June 4,  2019 as the new sect ions of 
the Empire State Trai l  were dedicated in Schuylervi l le.

Right below: A great shot as Town of  Saratoga Supervisor 
Tom Wood (center,  holding scissors) cuts the r ibbon on the 
new sect ion of  the Empire State Trai l .  Cycl ists and walkers 
wi l l  now have an easy trek f rom the Schuyler House, r ight 
through the Vi l lage to Lock C-5.


