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There have been t wo woman in  my l i fe.   M y wife  of  54 years  that 
passed  in  2013 and Merna Popper  who I  met  only  t wo shor t  years 
ago and passed quite  suddenly  on May 24 2019.

Merna Popper  was  a  charac ter !   R aised by a  father  and mother 
that  loved her  dear ly  and brought  her  into the business  wor ld  of 
her  fathers  in  New York  Cit y.   When only  in  her  teens  Merna would 
play  sercratar y  in  her  fathers  of f ice.   One day her  father  yel led 
through the door,  Toot ’s ,  (her  father  a lways  cal led Merna  Toots) . 
“get  Jack  Kennedy on the phone, ,  here  is  the te lephone number  for 
the pres idents  of f ice  in  Washington!”

Toots  dia led the number  and sure  enough the pres idents  secretar y 
answered the te lephone cal l .   Toot ’s  father  and Jack  Kennedy spoke 
for  45 minutes  according to  Merna’s  recol lec t ion.

Af ter  Sara  Lawrence Col lege in  Bronx vi l le,  NY she had a  ser ies  of 
jobs,  and travaled the wor ld.  I n  1983,  Merna with a  par tner  created 
a  monthly  newspaper  in  Westchester  Count y,  New York  that  opened 
up an ent i re ly  new wor ld  to  Merna.   S ix t y  thousand copies  a  month,  
Women’s  News focused on the abi l i t y  of  woman to have equal 
r ights  with men.   I t  devoted i tse l f  to  indiv iduals  and events  that 
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were giv ing woman equal  r ights  with men.   The most  inf luent ia l 
indiv iduals  in  Westchester  Countr y  were Merna’s  f r iends and she 
used the f r iendships  and acquaintances  wisely.

I n  1999 Merna sold Womans News to  a  group of  Wal l  Streeters.   On 
Febuar y  6 ,  2000,  E lsa  Brenner  of  the New York  Times inter v iewed 
Merna as  to  why she sold the newspaper  when other  newspapers 
were thr iv ing.

Typical ly  Merna answered,  “ They l ie ! ”  Fur ther  she sa id,  you have 
to  be a  Ruper t  Murdoch to  own a  newspaper,  I  could not  af ford i t ! ”.

Merna’s  love of  ar t  led her  to  opening an ant ique and ar t  business 
in  Andes.  NY under  the name of  Andes Ar t  and Ant iques.   This  was 
about  as  far  away as  you can get  f rom the roar ing New York  Cit y 
crowd and Merna Love of  countr y  l i fe.   O ver  the past  12 years  Merna 
had ser ious  bouts  with lung cancer.  She would beat  i t ,  then,  af ter 
a  per iod of  t ime  i t  would come back .    Stubborn and a  decis ion 
maker  to  the end she decided that  she would put  a  hospita l  bed in 
her  house and tr y  to  recover  there.

Merna a lways  bel ieved in  f i rst  person journal ism.  She was  an 
inspirat ion to  me.  I  throughly  enjoyed her  company! 
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