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beekeeping pract ices,  and malnutr i t ion.  The effect  of  these is 
of ten referred to as Colony Col lapse Disorder (CCD).

Four of  the last  s ix years beekeepers in the US have had 
over a 40% loss of  colonies due to the above ci ted factors. 
Why does this matter? For beekeepers i t  is  not  a sustainable 
s i tuat ion to replace 40% of your l ivestock every year.  For the 
publ ic,  we are very dependent on honeybees for our food. 
Every th i rd bi te of  food has had a honeybee involved in 
growing i t .  This appl ies to meat as wel l  s ince the food for 
animals comes from plants that  honeybees pol l inate.

I  have been keeping bees since 1996 start ing in Minnesota 
and cont inuing in Yonkers,  NY since 2002. In 2010 when NYC 
changed the law and al lowed honeybees to be kept in NYC, I 
started keeping bees on the roof of  the Osborne Associat ion 
in the Bronx. In 2017, I  formed a beekeeping club in Yonkers. 
We have about 30 members and about 12 beekeepers.  We 
share stor ies about our bees, management pract ices an 
classes we take.

In late 2017, Andrus on Hudson senior care center asked me 
to help them instal l  honeybees there.  They raised the money 

by donat ion to buy the bees and equipment.  The day f inal ly 
arr ived when i t  was t ime to instal l  the bees in their  brand new 
homes. Fortui tously the chi ldren from the Li t t le Leaf pre-K 
and the Hudson Lab K-12 were outdoors and observed the 
instal lat ion f rom a safe distance. 

As I  showed the students a honeycomb frame, one boy 
immediately pointed out the queen cel l  on the f rame (see 
photo).  He then pointed to the beebread in the cel ls on the 
f rame. He explained how the bees br ing in pol len and ferment 
i t  to make the beebread that the bees feed i t  to their  larvae as 
a protein source. Often when I  v is i t  Andrus to tend the bees 
the chi ldren wi l l  s top by and ask quest ions.

In exchange for helping at  Andrus,  they have al lowed our 
c lub to have a community apiary there.  This has been very 
helpful  for  doing more advanced beekeeping such as moving 
spl i ts and extra hives there.  When we move hives we have to 
move less than two feet or more than 2 mi les.  Otherwise the 
f ie ld bees wi l l  return to the or ig inal  locat ion.

This year The Lenoir  Preserve in Yonkers received a donat ion 
f rom the Hudson River Audubon Society for  the preserve to start 
two hives.  One of  these is an indoor observat ion hive where 
v is i tors can watch the bees work in the hive through a c lear 
plast ic wal l .

I f  you want to start  keeping bees, I  would suggest gett ing 
involved with a local  bee keeping club. You can contact  me at 
sr i jan@optonl ine.net  about beekeeping in lower Westchester 
County.   First ,  check your local  ordinances about whether bees 
are regulated or prohibi ted in your town. 

What i f  you understand the pl ight  of  the bees but don’ t  want 
60,000 bees per hive in your backyard? You can grow bee fr iendly 
forage in your yard.  Check out ht tp: / /www.honeybeel ives.org/
resources_3_3672251067.pdf for  a l is t  of  bee fr iendly plants 
that  grow in the northeast.  Also a dog bowl f i l led wi th pea gravel 
and water makes a great water ing stat ion for  bees.

I  have to warn you though. I f  you start  working with honeybees, 
they wi l l  get  in your heart .
                           Give Bees a Chance!

R ecent ly there has been a lot  of  press about honeybees.  
Apis mel l i fera which is the scient i f ic  name for honeybees, 
have been having tremendous problems along with other 
pol l inators.  This has been a mult i factor ia l  problem involv ing 
pest ic ides,  habi tat  loss,  g lobal izat ion,  pathogens, changing 
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