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Fundamental  to al l  of  our work is our commitment to 
nurtur ing the next generat ion of  environmental  leaders.  We 
had another astonishing year wi th Groundwork’s 
Green Team, which provides f i rst- t ime paid jobs 
for  Yonkers youth to lead conservat ion projects 
in their  own neighborhoods, as wel l  as at  c i ty, 
county,  state and nat ional  parks.  This year,  our 
youth leaders bui l t  a community garden, removed 
thousands of  pounds of  t rash from the Saw Mi l l 
River and eradicated invasive v ines f rom the 
South County Trai l  and the Old Croton Aqueduct. 

“Green Team was the f i rst  t ime out of  my cl ique. 
I  was surrounded by complete strangers that  I  had 
to work wi th,  eat  wi th and camp with but f rom day 
one my teammates were so welcoming. They were 
kind, funny, respectful  and car ing.  I  d idn’ t  know 
that a complete group of  strangers would become 
some of my best f r iends. Because of  them and the 
Groundwork Hudson Val ley staff ,  I  learned how to 
become a leader and a team player.  On one of  our 
camping tr ips to Wal lk i l l  Nat ional  Wi ld l i fe Refuge, 
we went on a hike.

2019 Was Life-Changing 2019 Was Life-Changing 
for Yonkers Youth!for Yonkers Youth!

The team bui l t  new trai ls at  the Lisha Ki l l  Preserve 
with the Nature Conservancy, and planted wi l low 
trees on the banks of  the Saw Mi l l  River to help 
maintain erosion and f looding with the Nat ional 
Fish and Wildl i fe Service.  Our young leaders also 
had the opportuni ty to v is i t  Yel lowstone Nat ional 
Park in Wyoming for the f i rst  t ime and exper ience 
the iconic wonders of  one of  our nat ion’s most 
unique natural  areas.
Jalen Sermon, one of  our Green Team youth, 

shared his ref lect ions at  th is year ’s gala in 
September:

The view was amazing, the air  was fresher 
and cr isper,  the sky was clearer,  the grass was 
greener.  I  was total ly shocked and amazed to 
f ind out that  these types of  areas are in my 
local  community and within arm’s reach.  
One of  my biggest chal lenges was leading a 

presentat ion at  my school  wi th the U.S. Fish and 
Wildl i fe Service about our work to establ ish an 
erosion and f lood control  system using plants 
to create habi tat  and prevent f looding along the 
Saw Mi l l  River parkway. As I  stood in f ront  of 
my classmates, I  had a f lashback to 2018 when 
I  was si t t ing in my science class l is tening to 
the Groundwork Youth Program Manager speak 
about jo in ing the Green Team. Now a year later, 
I  was present ing in f ront  of  the c lass!”
Thanks to Jalen for pushing himsel f  out  of 

h is comfort  zone into new adventures wi th 
Groundwork’s Green Team! Because of  leaders 
l ike him, we can al l  look forward to a br ighter, 
greener future!
Every dol lar  of  support  helps us change places 

and l ives in Westchester County.  As 2019 
comes to a c lose, please support  us in our work 
to help young people lead the way in making 
our communit ies more vibrant places with a tax 
deduct ib le donat ion today. By making a year-
end, personal  donat ion,  you're helping us to 
exponent ia l ly  increase our impact.

by  Brigitte Griswold
Execut ive Director


