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Crossing Their Wake

For more than a year and near ly 5,700 
mi les af ter  cast ing off  f rom Peekski l l 
Yacht Club (PYC) on June 6,  2019, 
Peter and Susan Sanchir ico “crossed 
their  wake” on June 23, 2020 returning 
to their  homeport  af ter  successful ly 
navigat ing America’s Great Loop in the 
Answer,  their   Kadey Krogen Manatee 
yacht.  
Members of  PYC and the club’s f i rst 

loopers,  they wrote on the Facebook 
page of  the America’s Great Loop 
Cruisers’ Associat ion,  “The ‘Loop’ was 
everything we thought i t  would be. The 
journey i tsel f  (and) the places we’ve 
seen have been phenomenal but (cue 
the cl iché) i t ’s  the people!”
The cruise took them up the Hudson 

River,  across the Er ie Canal ,  through 
the Great Lakes, down the Mississippi 
River,  around Flor ida,  north on the 
Intercoastal  Waterway, into New York 
Harbor and up the Hudson River back 
to Peekski l l .  
“We saw things and did th ings we’d 

never see or do otherwise,”  said Peter.  
“And we met a boat load of  terr i f ic  people 
along the way.  This was the greatest 
adventure of  our l ives.  I t  was on our 
bucket l is t  for  years and exceeded al l 
our expectat ions.”
Their  36’ yacht is a bi t  smal l  for  loop 

cruis ing they said,  but  wi thout walk-
arounds, the inter ior  space is more 
generous than many boats of  greater 
length.   Nonetheless,  they said that 
having been happi ly marr ied for  near ly 
50 years helped them deal  wi th the 
chal lenges – and rare disagreements -- 
of  habi tual ly being together.
“Like i t  or  not , ”  said Peter,  “We l ived in 

a cramped space, almost always face-
to-face, constant ly together even whi le 
underway.  Whi le there was not much 
more to learn about each other af ter  a l l 
these years of  marr iage, we did learn to 
appreciate each other more.”

She did learn one new thing about Peter.   “Unl ike 
at  home, on the cruise I  sat  across the table f rom 
him at  every meal.   That ’s how I  real ized how 
much butter he eats.   No wonder we always ran 
low on butter.”
Peter was quick to add, “But I  l ike butter!”
Planning each crew member ’s responsibi l i ty 

Susan added, “Quickly let t ing go of  stupid l i t t le th ings was 
real ly important.   Loopers joke that at  the end of  the loop, 
they wi l l  need three things: memberships in Alcohol ics 
Anonymous and Weight Watchers,  and ser ious marr iage 
counsel ing.   We made i t  back not needing any such help!”

dur ing the t r ip is key to avoiding fr ict ion they 
said.   “The wife can’ t  let  her husband do al l  the 
work and just  re lax,”  said Susan.  “Each must 
have substant ia l  ro les.”   On this loop, Susan 
decided when and where they would t ravel , 
made al l  marina reservat ions,  wrote the ship’s 

Mike Rabasco’s photo of  the Answer approaching 
PYC’s basin at  12:12 pm on June 23, 2020 came with 
th is capt ion:  “Look what the cat dragged in.”

Susan Sanchir ico wrote weekly re- ports on their  progress 
along the Great Loop. In photo at  r ight ,  she’s typing her week 

11 blog some- where on Lake Michigan.

Last Leg -  passing under the 
George Washington Br idge.

Al  Scannapieco prepped l ines 
helped Peter dock.
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weekly blog report ,  and did the cooking and 
laundry.   Peter pi loted the boat and managed al l 
maintenance.  Both took turns walk ing the thi rd 
crew member,  Kodey, their  14-year-old Cockapoo 
whose role was to keep them entertained.
“He was also a good barometer of  the weather,” 

said Peter.   “ I f  the water was nice and smooth,  he 
would l ie down and not move.  But i f  the water was 
rough and dicey,  he would f ind Susan and cuddle 
up in her lap.”
The roots of  their  decis ion to tackle the Great 

Loop date back to 1974 when they bought a 16’ 
ski  boat which they kept on the west shore of 
the Hudson.  One day they took a lef t  turn out 
of  the marina and ventured north to West Point , 
wel l  beyond their  usual  comfort  zone.  That t r ip 
prompted them to buy maps, charts and books 
about the Hudson in which they learned they could 
navigate al l  the way to Canada and beyond.
They were hooked and the long-term plan got 

underway.  The f i rst  major commitment came in 

2005 when they bought the Manatee yacht which 
they bel ieved would be ideal  for  their  Greet Loop.  
In 2008 they adopted Kodey, then a two-year-
old rescue dog.  “Kodey is the r ight  k ind of  dog 
for th is t r ip,”  said Peter.   “He’s even tempered, 
older now at 14 and not as f r isky,  about 23 
pounds so he’s easy to l i f t  and he doesn’ t  shed.  
And he‘s adaptable.   Susan trained him to use 
the Tinkle Tray whi le underway and hold i t  for 
other needs unt i l  we reached shore.”
Then in 2017 they sold their  “d i r t  home” ( that ’s 

what loopers cal l  pr ivate homes) in Putnam 
Val ley and moved to a condo in Jefferson Vi l lage.  
I t  was much easier to leave a condo for a year 
and, wi th their  chi ldren on their  own, they no 
longer needed al l  the space of  their  “d i r t  home.”  
Also in 2017 Susan ret i red – Peter ret i red in 
2012 – and when Peter ’s father passed in 2018, 
they were f ree of  a l l  obl igat ions and ready to 
make f inal  p lans for the t r ip.
“For us,  complet ing the Loop would have 

been near impossible wi thout help.”  said Peter. 
“Fel low PYC members became our ‘essent ia l 
workers. ’ ”   The condo, t ruck,  mai l ,  even house 
plants were looked af ter  by Rosemary & Nei l 
Murray,  Lorraine & John Macko, and Pam Darref .  
Many thanks to them.
Susan’s weekly blog reports at  www.

answerloop2019.blog recorded their  55-week 
adventure in detai l .   In ref lect ing on the tr ip 
upon their  return,  Peter and Susan had many 
insights not found in the ship’s log.

 Algae and barnacles.

Waiting not so patiently.

Florida’s oldest bar.

 Finally heading north!

 The Doctail  Fleet.

 Downtown Beaufort.

Read Part 2 in the 
upcoming Holiday Issue


