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R ight  smack in the middle of  Yonkers,  NY, 
in a histor ical ly middle income community 
that ’s now diversi f ied s i ts an unusual  house!
This part icular house has a beaut i fu l 

wrought i ron fence along the road.  On a very 
hot Saturday morning as I  opened the gate, 
a spectacular  v ista of  f lowers is art fu l ly 
p lanted on both s ides of  the f ront yard,   as 
wel l  as along the edges of  the house i tsel f .
White & Purple Butterf ly Bushes, Wister ia 

f ragrances at t ract  but terf l ies,  L iatr is,  Black 
Eyed Susan, Rose of  Sharron colors, 
and Crape Myrt le al l  designed to at t ract 
but terf l ies,  pol l inat ing bees, and benef ic ia l 
insects adorn the f ront yard.  A pavers 
s idewalk winds i ts way to the f ront entrance 
of  the house and cont inues around the side 
leading to the rear.

Mrs Wanda Edwards, 
‘The Butterf ly Lady’

with Cone Flowers
in her backyard.
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As I  opened the gate,  a 6 foot  5 inch man, wi th 
a load of  lumber on his back, and a bandana 
around his head, said,  “Good morning, Wanda 
is expect ing you, won’ t  you come to the back 
yard where we have some shade!”
Si t t ing down in the shade of  an umbrel la,  the 

giant of  a man said,  “ there’s Wanda over by her 
f lowers,  she wi l l  be r ight  wi th us!”   Ceci l io,  was 

the man’s name and he turned out to be Wanda’s 
husband!  An amazing man as he looked far 
younger than his 64 years of  age, wi th a calm, 
almost reserved demeanor,  as he asked “Can I 
get  you aI l  a glass of  water or soda?”  I  answered 
posi t ively just  as Wanda appeared and sat down 
in the other shaded chair.
Wanda and I  had met several  t imes before in 

Yonkers (at  TLC Thursday’s Lunch Club)  I  knew 
that her husband was the ordained minister 
of  the The Pressley Memorial  Church of  God 
in Chr ist ,  Inc.  in Yonkers and that she worked 
hand in glove with him keeping the church 
going. Wanda Edwards had been inf luenced at 

Monarchs mating 
in Wanda’s 

Dogwood Tree 
last Summer.

an ear ly age by her parents who exposed 
her to butterf l ies on her summer out ings in 
Dryden, NY.  As her educat ion began, f i rst 
at  Lady Cl i ff  Academy HS, Col lege of  Mt. 
St .  Vincent in Riverdale,  NY and Fordham 
Universi ty wi th MEd. and Doctor of 
Educat ion (EdPD) degrees.
The development of  th is 

beaut i fu l  home by Ceci l io 
and Wanda real ly took off 
when a large new structure 
was added to the exist ing 
smal ler  house. Designing 
and bui ld ing i t  as a team, and then adding 
the f lowers and gardens in both the f ront 
and back yard.   Butterf l ies have always 
been at  the center of  her l i fe sty le and i t 
shows in al l  the f lowers and plants.
Wanda said,  “Butterf l ies begin arr iv ing 

in June, lay their  eggs on the mi lkweed 
plants,  d ie and the new butterf l ies that 
emerge from the cocoons as caterpi l lars 
and then metamorphise into butterf l ies 
only a few short  weeks later.  I  have 
watched this development in th is garden 
for the last  12 years now.”

Wanda’s photographs are sold by her and the money 
raised goes to her church scholarship fund.

Cal l :  914-423-8345
Please vis i t  www.cogicpressley.org 
and our Facebook page :  Cogic Pressley Memorial 
or send an emai l  to:  pmcogic38@gmail .com

Front yard of the Edwards home.


