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This wonderful  photo shows a group of  successful  charter boat
members showing str ipers they were al lowed to keep at  the t ime
the photo was taken.  Today, an as th is story is wr i t ten the rules
have changed!
In the Hudson River and its tributaries:

One of  our most effect ive methods for catching str ipers in the 
Hudson River dur ing the beginning of  our charter season just 
af ter  the str ipers arr ive is to f ish f resh chunk bai t  whi le anchored. 
Year af ter  year when the water temperatures are cold,  f ishing 
chunk is just  p la in hard to beat.  I t  just  f lat  out  produces f ish.  This 
art ic le wi l l  explain some of the methods we employ when f ishing 
off  anchor dur ing one of  our Hudson River f ishing charters.

The main ingredient to f ishing fresh chunk is to have fresh 
herr ing to cut  up. I  know that ’s a blatant statement,  but  i t  is  so 
t rue! Don’ t  get  me wrong. You can catch str ipers on cut up f rozen 
chunk bai t ,  but  i t  has been my exper ience that f resh wi l l  out  f ish 
f rozen by at  least  4/1.  At  th is point  I  would l ike to def ine f resh 
as bai t  that  has not been frozen, is less than 24hrs old,  and has 
been refr igerated or kept on ice.  Fresh bai t  b leeds!

Str ipers have a keen sense of  smel l  and i t ’s  the bloody meat 
smel l  that  draws them to the bai t  which is typical ly f ished off  the 
bottom in very murky water.  Why are str ipers so at t racted to f resh 
chunk in the beginning of  the season year af ter  year? I  th ink 
the reason is twofold.  First ,  feeding on chunk bai t  is  a natural 
occurrence that happens in the day to day l ives of  str ipers 
inhabi t ing the ocean. Str ipers typical ly feed below big schools of 
b lue f ish as they at tack through a school  of  bai t .  Bluef ish wi l l  r ip 
a school  of  bai t f ish into shreds as they chop through the schools. 
The str ipers who are a bi t  more l ight  sensi t ive than the blues, 
swim below the blues and feed on the chunks. They see i t  as an 
easy meal.  The second reason and perhaps the more contr ibut ing 
one is that  str ipers are very lethargic in colder water.

Str ipers do not l ike to expend energy in cold water.  Their 
metabol ic rate is control led by the ambient water temperatures 
that they are swimming in.  When the water is below 54 degrees 
in the Hudson, typical  of  ear ly season str iper f ishing, chunking 
can be a very effect ive method because the lethargic str ipers 
can just  easi ly swim up on a piece of  f resh chunk that their  sense 
of  smel l  helped them hone in on and eat i t .  This is the reason 
why chunk out f ishes l ive ear l ier  in the season on most days. 
Lethargic str ipers don’ t  l ike to expend the energy to chase l ive 
bai t f ish any more than they have too. Larger str ipers are also 
more lethargic than smal ler  ones so this is a good method to 
catch the larger spawning females ear ly in the season as wel l .  I t 

is  my go to method in colder water.
One of  the reasons why anglers seem to have a tough t ime f ishing 

off  of  anchor chunking is because they are over tackled in their 
set-ups. We typical ly start  the season off  f ishing l ight  f luorocarbon 
leaders,  going as l ight  as 17lb test  Gamma and may go as high as 
25lb test .  Bel ieve me! I t  does make a di fference to leader down, 
but i t  comes with a pr ice.  Drags have to be set perfect  and the f ish 
do need to be al lowed to run. Once the f ish is landed, the leaders 
need to be inspected for any nicks,  abrasions, or cuts and should 
be replaced i f  necessary.  We run 17lb gamma on our main l ines 
which are Shimano Bai t runner spinning outf i ts. 

The thinner diameter l ine disturbs less water as i t  descends to the 
bottom of the r iver and gives off  less v ibrat ion.  Some guys also l ike 
to run Power Pro or other synthet ic super th in diameter l ines wi th 
great success as wel l .

   One other of ten over looked i tem when f ishing off  anchor for 
str ipers is to be steal thy.  You have to be quiet  when f ishing in 
skinny water when f ishing for str iped bass. Str iped bass have very 
large lateral  l ines which al low them to pick up  minute v ibrat ions in 
the water column. Things l ike l ivewel l  pumps and sonar noise can 
actual ly spook the f ish and keep them from going under your boat. 
Even how your boat is anchored can affect  whether str ipers wi l l 
come around or not.  I  have had days when I  would reposi t ion the 
boat to stop waves from slapping up against  the s ides of  my boat 
making thumping noises.  I f  these kinds of  noises can shut down the 
bi te,  imagine what boat t raff ic  noise can do?

There are many other l i t t le th ings that can up the odds to catching 
str ipers on a day to day basis,  especial ly ear l ier  in the season 
when the f ish are running in shal lower water l ike they do in the 
Hudson. Using some of the techniques out l ined above can help you 
get c loser to catching these anadromous f ish.   I ’m sure that i f  you 
put your steal th th inking cap on, you can come up with a few more 
ideas to not spook the str ipers as wel l .  C’mon Spr ing! 

You can reach Capt.J immy   by e-mai l   acecharters@roadrunner.
com   or  for  more art ic les or informat ion  www.acecharters.com/

hudson-r iver-str iper-charters.html 

Slot size limit: 18”- 28” total length
(No fish smaller than 18” or greater than 28” may be kept)
Season date: April 1 - November 30
Daily possession limit of 1 fish/angler
Also a salt water license, which is free, must be kept on
your person at all times while fishing in the Hudson River.
This license is free and can be gotten from an official NYS
licensing agent. An example of this is a Walmart, or town 

clerk.

by Capt.  Jimmy SamiaACE CHARTERS

Fishing Chunk Bait 
to Catch Stripers


