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S hattemuc’s roots can be traced to the old Sing 
SingYacht Club which held i ts f i rst  regatta in 1858, over 
160 years ago! That c lub raced cat boats and sloops 
using sand bags and br icks for  bal last .  Chal lengers came 
to test  their  mett le and bet large sums 
against  the boats of  the Club. The old 
Yacht Club dissolved af ter  the Civ i l 
War,  and organized boat racing at 
Sing Sing waned unt i l  canoes became 
popular in America af ter  the Civ i l  War. 
A group of  local  men who gathered 
on summer weekends for paddl ing, 
sai l ing and informal racing formed 
the Shattemuc Canoe Club on June 20th 
or 28th,  1884, taking their  name from a 
Nat ive American word for the Hudson 
River.  Shattemuc quickly became one 
of  the leading canoe clubs of  the State, 
holding many regattas for  t rophies and 
pr izes offered by local  patrons.

Around the same t ime, a t r io of  Sing 
Sing ice- and sai l -  boaters formed 
the Sing Sing Boat Club, which was 
incorporated as the Sing Sing Yacht 
Club on December 18th,  1888, to 
“encourage aquat ic sports,  yacht 
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bui ld ing and the cul t ivat ing of  naval  science and 
promote the social ,  physical  and moral  condi t ion 
of  i ts  members”.  The interests of  c lub members 
evolved over t ime to include power launches. 
Their  f i rst  c lubhouse was bui l t  in the spr ing of 
1889 and was l i t t le more than a boathouse on a 
pier connected to shore by a br idge. I t  had two 
stor ies,  a t imber f rame and a t in roof,  and was 
extensively renovated over t ime, becoming a 
noted landmark along the Hudson. 
In 1901 when the vi l lage of  Sing Sing changed 

i ts name to Ossining to dist inguish i tsel f  f rom the 
nearby penal  inst i tut ion,  the Sing Sing Yacht Club 
and the Shattemuc Canoe Club consol idated and 
became the Shattemuc Yacht and 
Canoe Club.
Shattemuc has faced many 

chal lenges and gone through many 
changes over the succeeding 
years.   Two clubhouses have 
been lost  to f i res and membership 
fe l l  as low as 11 members dur ing 
the Great Depression.  In 1962 
we bui l t  an Olympic sty le pool 
and our Sai l ing Academy just 
celebrated i ts 50th year.   In 1987, 
we purchased the waterfront 
property for  the Boathouse 
Restaurant.
Recent ly,  Shattemuc has 

expanded i ts marina to over 125 
sl ips wi th 25 moorings and now 

welcomes transient boaters f rom al l  over the Uni ted 
States.   I t ’s  state-of- the-art  wave at tenuator dock 
system was the f i rst  of  i ts  k ind on the Hudson River. 
Members have never fa l tered in their  commitment to 

promot ing the Hudson River and aquat ic endeavors, 
f rom recreat ional  boat ing to organized racing, social 
events,  publ ic entertainments,  sai l ing instruct ion for 
juniors,  swimming, promot ion of  safe boat ing,  and 
educat ional  programs. 
We’re exci ted to welcome new members help us to 

create a v is ion for the c lub for the next 160 years!
For a more detai led on the club and i ts history,  p lease 

vis i t  the History page of  the websi te:  shattemucyc.
org/about-us/history/

“The Sail ing Race at  the Spring Meet of the Hudson River Canoe Clubs”
Wood engraving by M.J.  Burns.

Harpers Weekly,  June 13, 1885.
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