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by  John H. Vargo, Publ isher
I t ’s  hard to  be l ieve  that  th i s  wonder fu l  group o f  vo lunteers 

c leaned up an  invas ive  overgrown tang le  o f  weeds  and v ines 
chok ing  the  robust  c lus ter  o f  wi ld  mi lkweed , a  dense  area  o f 
approx imate ly  250 square  feet . At  the  l as t  minute , J ack  Cook 
and I  found out  that  an  oppor tun i ty  was  about  to  present  i t se l f 
that  we cou ld  not  a f ford to  pass  up. We d idn ’t  know that  there 
was  go ing  to  be  a , “vo lunteer  on ly” , c lean-up day  on the  Saturday 
morn ing  o f  Apr i l  17 .

With  that  in  mind and on on ly  24 hour  not ice  we put  out  the 
ca l l  to  ind iv idua l s , exp la ined that  s i tuat ion and sure  enough the 
vo lunteers  on the  accompany ing  photo a l l  showed up prompt ly 
a t  9  am on the  fo l lowing  day  . . . Sa turday  morn ing .

The job was  to  tear  out  the  roots  and i f  poss ib le  the  extens ive 
v ines  and brush that  were prevent ing  the  mi lkweed p lants 
a l ready  estab l i shed f rom expand ing .

Jus t  as  we were about  to  get  s tar ted , the  Super intendent  o f  the 
Peeksk i l l  Parks  Depar tment , Mrs . Cathy  Monta ldo, arr ived and 
suggested that  we move the  waste  out  to  the  f ront  o f  the  park 
near  the  road . Th is  i s  exact ly  what  we d id .

With  the  enthus ias t i c  suppor t  that  young and o ld  a l ike 
exh ib i ted th i s  morn ing ; one group pu l led  and cut  out  the  tang led 
brush , another  group ran  i t  out  to  the  road for  p ick-up by  the 
Pub l i c  Works  Depar tment .The “waste”  p i le  was  qu i te  extens ive . 

Milkweed for 
MonarchsMonarchs

The  ent i re  opera t ion  tha t  probab ly  wou ld  have  t aken  a  so l i d  day  or  even 
longer  to  comp le te  was  done  in  one  hour  by  these  vo lun teers . I t  i s  t ru ly 
amaz ing  what  se l f -de termina t ion  and  vo lun teer i sm can  accomp l i sh  when  i t 
comes  toge ther  to  ser ve  a  common c i v i c  i n teres t .

                    Thanks to all who participated!

left to right,   Mrs. Susanne Johnson,  Dan Grossman,  Jason Akhbari,  
Paul Levy,  Conner Leibowitz,  Emmanuelle Levy, Grace Koch. 

Ivey Levy’s  children came to lend a hand;  Emmanuelle, (foreground) and Paul (far right), Dan Grossman (in 
white jacket), is in the background,  John Fuchek, (bending over) and Lou Spanier, (back to camera).


