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H U D S O N  VA L L E Y  H 2 O
By Mary  F .  Foster ,  former  mayor  of  Peeksk i l l ,  NY

Ian,  whi te  sh i r t ,  and J im,  whi te  hat ,  teach ing  beginners  the  ar t  o f  s tandup paddl ing  and kayaking

I t  a l l  began  w i th  an  i dea  in  2017  when  Ian  Berger 
pu t  ou t  a  Facebook  ca l l  f o r  i n te res ted  co l l abora to rs  to 
b r ing  a  new amen i ty  to  the  Peeksk i l l  wa te r f ron t .   Mother 
Na tu re  g i f t ed  Peeksk i l l  w i th  an  amaz ing  wate r f ron t  tha t 
can  accommodate  va r i ous  wate r  c ra f t s .  The  docks  a t 
Peeksk i l l  Land ing  were  des igned  fo r  canoes ,  kayaks  and 
padd le  boards  w i th  d i rec t  access  to  the  Hudson  R ive r—no 
b r idges  to  go  under  o r  c reeks  to  nav iga te .  The  goa l  o f 
HVH2O i s  to  encourage  l oca l  you th  and  adu l t s  to  take 
advantage  o f  open  access  to  the  Hudson  R ive r  and  t ry 
the  spor t .  Beg inner  s ta tus  i s  we l comed.  They  l ove  to  see 
f i r s t  t ime  padd le r s  en joy  the  exper i ence .
A  sma l l  g roup  o f  ded i ca ted  board  members  and  vo lun tee rs 

has  c rea ted  a  s teady  p resence  a t  the  wate r f ron t  on 
weekends  w i th  l ow-cos t  kayak  and  s tand-up  padd le 
board  ren ta l s  and  l essons .  Fo r  the  2021  summer  season 

ren ta l s  a re  $20  an  hour  and  l essons  a re  $30  an  hour. 
HVH2O vo lun tee rs  a l so 
p rov ide  padd le  l e ssons  to  l oca l  camps  se rv ing  m idd le 

s choo l  age  campers .  Na tu re  and  a r t  ac t i v i t i e s  a re 
i nco rpora ted  in to  the  ha l f  day  p rograms  to  keep  a l l 
campers  engaged  wh i l e  no t  on  the  wate r.
The  b igges t  cha l l enge  fo r  HVH2O i s  ga rner ing  C i ty 

suppor t  to  bu i l d  a  padd le  cen te r  on  Peeksk i l l  Land ing . 
Th i s  wou ld  enab le  the  secure  s to rage  o f  kayaks ,  padd le 
boards  and  canoes  owned  by  HVH2O and  Peeksk i l l 
r es iden ts .  Padd l i ng  i s  a  l ow cos t  spor t  and  a  na tu ra l 
f i t  f o r  commun i t i e s  w i th  a  d i ve rse  economic  base .  Bu t 
s to r ing  boards  i s  a  b ig  cha l l enge  fo r  those  w i thou t 
ga rages .  The  C i ty  o f  Beacon  has  the  i dea l  f ac i l i t y  on 
Long  Dock .  HVH2O wants  to  b r ing  tha t  type  o f  f ac i l i t y 
p lus  the  ren ta l  k i osk  to  Peeksk i l l  Land ing .
S ince  i t s  i nco rpora t i on ,  HVH2O has  been  l ea rn ing  the 
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ropes to creating awareness and partnering with other 
community groups. Networking among the boating 
community has resulted in a paddle race now scheduled 
for October 9th.  
The paddle race scheduled for 2020 had to be 

postponed due to COVID-19 as was the 2020 and 
2021 spring fundraisers and the stand-up paddle 
board lessons for the 2020 summer season.  But the 
volunteers made good use of the COVID shut down 
by:  getting kayak certifications so kayak lessons could 
be offered; purchasing and refurbishing a trailer that 
stores a dozen boards; submitting a grant application 
under the City of Peekskill’s DRI fund; and partnering 
with the City’s Parks Department. 
So with two years of operations under their belt, 

what has the volunteers and board members of HVH2O 
learned?  Stay flexible. Be nimble. Look for partners and 
collaborators. Awareness takes time. Stay committed 
and consistent. Opportunities come at unexpected 
times so be ready. Respect each person’s skills and 
contributions. Most importantly stay focused on the 
mission and vision. Don’t get distracted. Six people can 
accomplish a lot when working together and in sync.

Follow HVH2O on Facebook, Instagram 
and at www.hvh2o.org.

Mary ,  (ye l low sh i r t)  and Taryn,  (orange 
sh i r t) ,  manning the  renta l  tent .
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