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Jesse Brody,  overal l  winner  with th is  magnif icent 
31- inch catf ish.

Warr iors  organizat ion  has  a l lowed 
us  to  expanded our  outreach 
programs and we look  forward  to 
cont inu ing  that  re lat ionship  into 
the  future .”
Approx imate ly  35  Wounded  War r i o r s , 

many  pas t  v i s i t o r s  to  the  l oca t i on  f rom 
o ther  even ts ,  were  ca red  fo r  i n  eve ry 
way  poss ib l e .  As  the  morn ing  p rogressed 
and  the  sun  came ou t ,  Denn i s  wou ld 
qu ie t l y  be  mov ing  tab les  and  umbre l l a s 
a round  so  tha t  the  ch i l d ren  and  adu l t s 
f i sh ing  were  covered .  Th i s  was  fu l l y 
apprec ia ted  by  everyone ,  as  the  sun 
was  b ru ta l .

On  top  o f  tha t  se rv i ce  the 
c lubhouse  i t se l f  has  a  ve ry 
e f f i c i en t  a i r  cond i t i on ing  sys tem 
tha t  o f f e red  no t  on ly  a  comfor tab le 
p lace  to  s i t  and  res t  bu t  a l so  co f f ee 
and  bage l s
When  I  a r r i ved  a t  the  Cro ton 

Yach t  C lub  a t  8am there  was  one 
man  a l ready  a t  the  ra i l i ng ,  pu t t i ng 
f i sh ing  rods  toge ther.  H i s  name was 
Je f f  Chr i s t i e ,  and  he  rep resen ted 
the  HRFA vo lun tee r  who  was  in 
charge  o f  p rov id ing  each  Wounded 
War r i o r  w i th  a  f i sh ing  Rod  and  ba i t 

f o r  the  even t .  W i th  one  Wounded 
War r i o r  wa i t i ng  fo r  h i s  rod 
s i t t i ng  a t  the  tab le ,  Je f f  kep t  up 
a  cheer fu l  d i a l ogue  about  the 
days  f i sh ing  wh i l e  a t  the  same 
t ime  pu t t i ng  a  rod  toge ther  and 
ba i t i ng  the  hooks .
As  the  morn ing  p rogressed 

Je f f  d id  an  ou ts tand ing  job  o f 
repea t ing  tha t  m iss i on  fo r  each 
o f  the  fami l i e s  tha t  a r r i ved .  He 
was  the  f i r s t  one  on  the  scene 
and  a lmos t  the  l as t  to  l eave 
a t  the  end  o f  the  day.  He  d id 

Logan Schwann, winner of  the youth divis ion 
Fishing from the stern of  his  parent’s  boat 
which was Moored at  the Croton Yacht Club, 
Logan managed to catch this 23-inch catf ish to 
win the Hudson River wide Catf ish Chaos,  Youth 
Division,  Fishing Derby held on August 13,  2021

P h o t o  c o u r t e s y
We s t c h e s t e r  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l   S o c i e t y

A ugust  14 th,  2021 proved to 
be  a  very  hot  day  for  f i sh ing 

on  the  Hudson R iver .

Never  the  l ess ,  Denn i s  Kooney,  hos t  a t 
the  Cro ton  Yach t  C lub  Wounded  War r i o r 
Ca t f i sh  Derby  and  Nancy  Beas t ra ,  Even t 
Coord ina to r  f o r  Wounded  War r i o r  were  a t 
The i r  usua l  ou ts tand ing  bes t  i n  p rov id ing 
an  in te res t ing  an  comfor tab le  exper i ence 
as  poss ib l e  on  Sa tu rday  Augus t  13 th  as 
pa r t  o f  the  HRFA  Ca t f i sh  Chaos  R ive r  w ide 
f i sh ing  de rby.  T i ed  to  i t  was  a  p r i va te 
spec ia l  Wounded  War r i o r  f i sh ing  con tes t . 
(A  con tes t  w i th in  a  con tes t ) !
A rguab ly  the  l a rges t  ca t f i sh  de rby  on 

the  Hudson  R ive r  i n  te rms  o f  t e r r i t o ry 
covered ,  the  HRFA  Ca t f i sh  Chaos  Ca t f i sh 
Derby  had  we igh  s ta t i ons  a t  P i e rmont 
P i e r  i n  P i e rmont ,   Wes te r l y  Mar ina  i n 
Oss in ing ,  NY  to  Coeymans  Land ing  Mar ina 
i n  Coeymans ,  NY.  (14  m i l es  sou th  o f 
A lbany) .  The  i dea  i s  to  p rov ide  as  much 
oppor tun i ty  as  poss ib l e  to  anyone  who 
w i shed  to  f i sh .
The  Cro ton  Yach t  C lub  in  C ro ton ,  NY 

i s  an  i dea l  l o ca t i on  to  f i sh  and  have 
ch i l d ren  f i sh ing  f rom because  o f  i t s 
phys i ca l  l ayou t .  The  bu lkhead  ra i l i ng 
s t re t ch ing  the  l eng th  o f  the  c lubhouse  i s 

The 
I ncred ib le 
Hospi ta l i ty 
o f  the  Croton 

Yacht  C lub
By John H.  Vargo,  Publ isher

des igned  fo r  res t i ng  f i sh ing  rods 
aga ins t  and  i s  the  pe r fec t  he igh t 
to  keep  ch i l d ren  sa fe .  There  i s 
no th ing  qu i te  l i ke  i t  on  the  Hudson 
R ive r.  Coup le  tha t  w i th  a  beaut i fu l 
c l ubhouse ,  man i cu red  g rounds  and 
a  mar ina  and  you  have  the  i dea l 
p l ace  to  hos t  f i sh ing  even ts .
Then  the re  i s  the  wonder fu l , 

know ledgeab le  Denn i s  Kooney. 
Denn i s ,  an  av id  Hudson  R ive r 
f i she rman,  i s  a lways  one  jump 
ahead  o f  eve ryone  in  what  i s 
requ i red  to  make  v i s i t o r s  to  the 
Cro ton  Yach t  C lub  as  comfor tab le 

as  poss ib l e . 
Dennis  re f lected:
“The Yacht  C lub  members 

apprec iate  the  so  many 
sacr i f i ces  that  our  veterans 
have  made and we are 
honored to  be  ab le  to  make 
a  smal l  pos i t ive  d i f ference 
in  the i r  l ives  and the  l ives 
o f  the i r  fami ly  members 
by  prov id ing  a  safe  and 
comfortab le  set t ing  for  them. 
Our  partnersh ip  wi th  the 
Hudson R iver  F isherman’s 
Assoc iat ion  and Wounded 

 Note  the  young lady  and 
the  he ight  o f  the  ra i l ing . 

A  per fect  f i t !
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In  the  morn ing ,  and  a t  noon  a  fu l l 
comp lement  o f  sandw iches  was  se t 
ou t  f o r  eve ryone .

The  w inner  o f 
the  d raw ing ,  Pe te r 

Musse ,  has  the 
oppor tun i ty  to 
i nv i t e  18  o f  h i s 

f r i ends  on  the  on ly 
commerc ia l l y  U . 
S .  Coas t  Guard 

ce r t i f i ed  so la r  boa t 
opera ted  in  the 
Un i ted  S ta tes .

and  ou ts tand ing  job  as  a  rep resen ta t i ve  o f  the  HRFA.  G i l l 
Hawk ins ,  o f  the  HRFA  a l so  ass i s ted  dur ing  the  morn ing 
f i sh ing .
The  f i sh ing  was  spo t ty  a l l  ove r  the  Hudson  R ive r.  Mos t 

se r i ous  f i she rman w i th  exper i ence  on  the  r i ve r  sugges ted 
tha t  the  wate r  tempera tu re  was  jus t  too  warm.
The  l a rges t  f i sh ,  a  31”  channe l  ca t f i sh ,  a lmos t  d id  no t 

Top 20
 1.  Jesse  Brody 
 2 .  Gordon Winn 
 3 .  Kev in  Peter 
 4 .  Chr is  Wal ter 
 5 .  Je f f  Winn
 6 .  Stan  Drezek
 7 .  Cody  Shutter
 8 .  Danie l  Narzymski 
 9 .  B i l l  K l ippe l
10.Winston James

Nancy  Bees t ra ,  Even t  Coord ina to r  Wounded  War r i o r  Ca t f i sh 
Chaos  Derby,  s i t t i ng  on  tab le ,  Je f f  Chr i s t i e ,  (g l asses  on  ha t  i n 
background)  G i l l  Hawk ins ,  HRFA  and  Jane ,  s i t t i ng ,  and  wounded 
war r i o r,  Gar i  Harvey,  S tand ing  in  f o reground  w i th  h i s  nephew

make  i t  t o  the  we igh  s ta t i on  i n  t ime ,  bu t  Jesse  Brody,  by 
ce l l  phone  kep t  ca l l i ng  the  we igh  s ta t i on  by  ce l l  phone 
a t  Wes te r l y  Mar ina  i n  Oss in ing ,  NY  and  was  gu ided  in 
w i th  on ly  m inu tes  l as t i ng  to  the  c l os ing  be l l .
Eve ryone  who  s igned  up  fo r  the  Ca t f i sh  Chaos  Contes t , 

i nc lud ing  the  Wounded  War r i o r  f o l ks ,  had  a  chance  a t 
w inn ing  a  t r i p  on  the  un ique  So la r  Boa t  ca l l ed  So la r i s 
be r thed  a t  the  Hudson  R ive r  Mar i t ime  Museum on 

11.  Kev in  Whelan
12.  Char ley  Sp inde lman
13.  Pat  Murray
14.  B i l l  Walsh
15.  Edwin  Sanabr ia 
16.  Wayne Geider 
17.  Anthony Del l 
18 .  B i l l  Hazen
19.  A lex  Sp inde lman 
20.  Greg  Van Wormer

Top  3  Youth
1  Logan Schwan 

 2 .Jayden Hi l land 
3 .L iam Robinson


