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When you walk down to the river edge and see the 
blue floats crashing against the pier and the small 
pieces and pellets on the shoreline, those are the 
remnants of EPS foam docks. Why does this happen?
Simple wear and tear from wave action, and 

degradation from exposure to sun and elements. 
Also, both aquatic and land creatures like muskrats 
and crustaceans chew the material or burrow in to 
make nests. Seabirds scoop it up and fish eat it. 
It makes its way up through the food chain  from 
crustaceans and fish to waterfowl and humans. When 
ingested by birds and other marine life, polystyrene 
fragments can block the digestive system, killing the 
animals through starvation, or block the airways and 
choke them, as well as poisoning them.
These solutions are not new. A number of federal 

agencies require that foam docks be encapsulated, 
notably the US Army Corps of Engineers (since 
1992), the Bureau of Reclamation, the US Forest 
Service, and the National Park Service. Several 
large utilities that control vast waterways do as well, 
e.g., the Tennessee Valley Authority. elimination 
2014). Additionally, NOAA’s voluntary Clean Marina 
Initiative (2008) requires that foam docks be 
encapsulated. A number of communities around 
the country, with the State of Oregon leading the 
way in 1992, have adopted similar regulations, 
e.g., Miami-Dade, San Francisco, and Camden, ME, 
all in response to a growing grass roots movement 
to protect our waterways. Closer to home, the 
Connecticut River Conservancy (CRC) and Save the 
River (the St. Lawrence Riverkeeper organization) 
have been actively promoting Extruded polystyrene 
foam this issue.
(“EPS”) was developed in the 1940’s and eventually 

marketed by Dow Chemical as Styrofoam. Styrofoam’ 
uses include insulation, single-use food and drink 

containers (now banned in New York State) and 
Reed and Ella Thomas with hands full of shoreline 
Styrofoam. Do bans create an undue burden for 
dock owners? Hardly. The CRC has published a cost 
comparison table showing that using encapsulated 
foam costs less in the long run, with the added 
benefit of cleaner, healthier waterways. floating 
docks. Although polystyrene foam breaks apart, it 
does not biodegrade, and it is not accepted by our 
county recycling facility.
As it happens, there is a simple and relatively 

inexpensive solution to this problem. Styrofoam 
used in docks can be “encapsulated in a hard plastic 
shell which prevents it from breaking apart in the 
water. It is also possible to use non-foam-based 
flotation devices.
In short, whether required by law or voluntarily 

done by dock owners, converting docks to 
encapsulated foam is a win-win!
- Thomas Hughes

To learn more, watch the Connecticut River 
Conservancy’s video on YouTube: 

youtube.com/watch?v=YXwyhMyE7gs

More resources are available on CRC’s website: 
ctriver. org/swap-your-dock
Associate Real Estate Broker

(845) 494-5015 Cell
noemi@noemimorales.com

Licensed in NY & NJ
Wishing you a
Great Summer!

Our Shoreline’s Foam Hazard

From the Piermont Newsletter
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PALCHER MARINE CONSULTANTS INC.
J O H N  P A L C H E R

Society of Accredited Marine Surveyors®, 
Surveyor Associate

ABYC, IAMI,  IAAI,  NAFI Certif ied
Surveying -  Consult ing -  Fire & Loss

518-496- 7535
palchermarine@icloud.com / palchermarine.com

Westerly Road, Ossining  adjacent to the Ossining Railroad Station 

 914-941-2203MARINA
SHIPS STORE

Westerly 

More Info On Our Website: Westerlymarina.com

1986 Four Winns Sundowner Alpha Mercury 10 With trailer -------- $7500.00

2001 Boston Whale. Outrage 225 Mere Optimax With trailer ----- $22,500.00

2003 Boston Whaler Dauntless 16’ With trailer -------------------- $12,000.00

1999 28’ Bayliner Cierra Mercury 454 Bravo II -------------------- $14,500.00

SeaRay Sundancer 38’ Twin 8.2, A/C, Generator, very clean ---- $174,999.00

1988 26’ Sea Ray Sundancer Twin 4.3 L Mercruisers Withtrailer-----$3000.00

2002 240 Sea Ray Cuddy Cabin, V8 Mercruiser Alpha 1 O/D --------$8500.00

2006 Wellcraft 252 w/Yamaha 225 4 Stroke 0/B - -----------------$36,500.00

Classic 1966 
Chris Craft 
Commander

BOAT for SALE

• Excellent condition, fully restored.• 
Owned since 1981.

“SEAGULL” located at Hop-o-Nose Marina, 
Catskill, NY. $15,000. Serious inquires only.

Call: Ron at 413-698-3127 or 
susanzimmermann1@gmail.com.

 27 foot Fiberglass 
327F inboard engine 

805 hours
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