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There  i s  no th ing  qu i te  l i ke  wa tch ing  a  ba ld 
eag le  d rop  ou t  o f  a  c lea r  b lue  sky  and  g rab  a  f i sh 
as  you  s i t  on  the  back  o f  you r  boa t .   A b reeze 
r i des  up  the  r i ve r  f rom the  sou th .   Tree - l i ned 
sho res  ro l l  i n  d i f f e ren t  t ones  o f  g reen  as  the  w ind 
pushes  pas t .   Sun l i gh t  p lays  o f f  t he  r i pp l i ng  wa te r 
and  the  b i rd  c l imbs  back  to  the  a i r,  f i sh  tw is t i ng 
i n  m igh ty  ta lons .   The  sho re  o f  t he  Hudson  R ive r 
has  been  much  reworked  in  the  cen tu r ies  s ince 
tha t  same sou th  w ind  f i l l ed  the  square  sa i l s  o f  t he 
Ha l f  Moon ,  bu t  eag les  s t i l l  pe rch  i n  b leached-ou t 
t rees ,  en joy ing  a  f resh  mea l  i n  the  sun .  

Wha t  i s  i t  abou t  t h i s  r i ve r  t ha t  d raws  us  a l l  t o 
the  banks ;  t o  res t ,  t o  ea t ,  t o  p lay,  and  re f l ec t 
t oge the r?  We have  bu i l t  g rea t  c i t i es  a long  i t s 
sho res  fo r  commerce  and  t rade .  Sma l le r  v i l l ages 
a re  sca t te red  i n  be tween ,  ho ld ing  a  space  c lose 
to  the  wa te r  where  we  ra i se  ou r  fam i l i es  and  f i nd 
an  hones t  day ’s  work . 

The  ea r l y  1950 ’s  was  a  th r i v ing  t ime  in  the  Vi l l age 
o f  Cas t l e ton .   Fo r t  Orange  Paper  Company  and  the 
Cas t le ton  Paper  M i l l  o f fe red  s teady  emp loymen t 
to  res iden ts  and  re tu rn ing  se rv i cemen .   Tidy  s to re 
f ron ts  were  shaded  by  t rees  a long  a  busy  Ma in  s t ree t . 
V i l l age rs  cou ld  f i nd  any th ing  they  needed  w i th  a  qu i ck 

the  f i r s t  Commodore ,  and  one  pa rce l 
a t  a  t ime ,  the  young  CBC pa tched 
the  p roper t y  toge the r  w i th  ha rd  work . 
The  C lub ’s  f i r s t  bu i l d ing  was  a  too l 
shed  dona ted  by  the  v i l l age ,  and 
even tua l l y,  l umber  sheds  were  added 
as  ne ighbor ing  l o t s  were  a t tached  to 
the  p roper t y.

Th is  a t t i t ude  o f  se l f - su f f i c i ency 
has  pe rs i s ted  s ince  the  pos t -war 
yea rs ,  and  a l l  wo rk  a t  t he  c lub 
con t inues  to  be  se l f -pe r fo rmed  by 
the  membersh ip .  Sea  wa l l  wo rk , 

bu i l d ings ,  ramp improvemen ts ,  and 
equ ipmen t  ma in tenance  a re  hand led 
i n -house  as  o f ten  as  poss ib le .  

Th rough  the  yea rs ,  t h i s  c lub 
o f  humb le  roo ts  has  become 
in te rna t i ona l l y  known as  a  s top  fo r 
c ru i se rs  t rave l i ng  the  Grea t  Loop . 
The  s imp le  “g in -po le ”  mechan ica l 
c rane  tha t  l eans  ou t  ove r  the  seawa l l 
i s  ava i l ab le  to  sa i l  boa te rs  who  sha re 
the  same sense  o f  se l f - su f f i c i ency 
the  c lub  was  bu i l t  on .   The  long -
reach ing  mas ts  o f  sa i l boa ts  mus t 

be  removed  p r io r  t o  head ing 
th rough  the  l ocks  no r th  o f  t he 
c lub .  Cap ta ins  and  ma tes  work 
toge the r  to  p repare  the i r  boa ts 
fo r  t he  j ou rney  du r ing  the  day, 
and  summer  n igh ts  w i l l  f i nd  them 
s i t t i ng  on  the  deck  d i scuss ing 
mar ine  top i cs ,  h i s to ry,  o r  cu r ren t 
even ts  w i th  c lub  members . 
O f ten ,  conve rsa t i ons  mus t 
reach  th rough  language  ba r r i e rs 
because  many  a re  i n te rna t i ona l 
t rave le rs .   Desp i te  cu l tu ra l 
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wa lk  to  the  g roce ry  s to re ,  pha rmacy,  j ewe le r,  o r  t he 
ha rdware  s to re .   The  Cas t le ton  Boa t  C lub  began  w i th 
a  g roup  o f  duck  hun te rs  who  used  an  o ld  dock  beh ind 
the  ra i l r oad  t racks  fo r  access  to  the  r i ve r,  and  by  Ju l y 
25 ,  1952  they  fo rma l i zed  the i r  l ove  o f  boa t ing  on  th i s 
l i t t l e  s l i ce  o f  sho re .   Sam Gara fa lo  was  chosen  to  be 

p h o t o :  R o b e r t  F r a n c i s

T h e  1 9 6 4  A l b a n y - t o - N Y C  r a c e  l i n e  u p  m ay look much 
different than last year ’s Fun-Run, but the club’s love 

of performance boating remains the same.

The Castleton Boat Club, almost 70 years later.
p h o t o :  Vi l l a g e  o f  C a s t l e t o n .



June/July  2021 June/July  20216 7 boatingonthehudson.com      

d i f f e rences ,  t he  conversa t i ons  a re  a lways  amiab le  and 
f r i end ly,  and  they  head  no r th  l eav ing  as  f r i ends .   Many 
fu l l - t ime  c ru i se rs  re tu rn  regu la r l y  as  they  wander  the 
sa l t y,  eas te rn  seaboard .  Years  l a te r,  t hey  a re  g ree ted 
by  fam i l i a r  f aces  l oung ing  under  the  t ree  as  they  come 
up  the  ramp to  s ign  i n . 

The  pace  o f  l i f e  has  i nc reased  s ince  the  1950 ’s ,  bu t 
a long  these  sho res  peop le  have  saved  spaces  to  pause 
fo r  re laxa t i on  and  insp i ra t i on .   Pas t  Commodore ,  Don 
Jus tus  p lan ted  a  sugar  map le  t ree  by  the  no r th  ramp up 
to  the  c lubhouse ,  p rese rv ing  a  spo t  on  the  p roper t y  fo r 
members  to  re f l ec t  and  wa tch  the  wa te r  meander  by. 
The  l i t t l e  sugar  map le  has  g rown  sound ly  on  the  sho re 
s ince  the  1980s .  Wedd ing  vows  have  been  made  under 
i t ,  genera t i ons  o f  ch i l d ren  g row ing  up  a t  t he  c lub  have 
c l imbed  i t ,  and  coun t less  sunse ts  have  been  en joyed 
wh i l e  s i t t i ng  under  i t s  s tu rdy  b ranches .   No t  l ong  ago , 
a  few  members  named  i t  “The  Tree  o f  Los t  Amb i t i on ” . 
They  gave  i t  a  l oca t i on  on  soc ia l  med ia ,  and  peop le 
w i l l  sm i le  as  they  s i t  down  and  “check  i n ” ,  know ing  tha t 
t he i r  b ig  p lans  fo r  t he  day  can  wa i t  a  l i t t l e  l onger  wh i l e 
they  spend  t ime  w i th  f r i ends . 

Wh i le  re laxa t i on  i s  key  to  en joy ing  the  wa te r,  t he 
da i l y  ope ra t i ons  o f  t he  c lub  a re  sus ta ined  by  ha rd  work 
and  fund ra i s ing  even ts .  The  annua l  Ra f f l e  Pa r t y  i s  a 
fun  bash ,  se rv ing  up  ch i cken  ba rbecue ,  mus ic ,  and  a 
chance  a t  a  ra f f l e  p r i zes  to ta l i ng  $10 ,000 .  They  a re 
the  on ly  c lub  to  o f fe r  f i r s t  p r i ze  w inn ings  o f  $  5 ,000  in 
cash  w i th  a  mea l !  Cas t l e ton  i s  a l so  known fo r  t he  even t 
Horsepower  on  the  Hudson ,  where  h igh -speed  boa ts  f l y 
by  the  c lub  and  have  a  chance  to  show o f f  f l ashy  pa in t 
and  power fu l  eng ines . 

The  c lub ’s  l ove  o f  speed  goes  back  a  few  genera t i ons . 
Fo r  many  yea rs ,  t he  c lub  was  a  sponsor  o f  t he  once -
famous  A lbany - to -NYC Mara thon .   The  sma l l -boa t 
mara thon  cou ld  t race  i t s  o r i g ins  back  as  fa r  as  1928 . 
The  race  rev i ved  i t se l f  i n  va r ious  i nca rna t ions  o f 
c lass  and  eng ine  requ i remen ts  ove r  the  yea rs ,  bu t  i t 
a lways  came down to  be ing  the  f i r s t - i n -c lass  to  make 
Manha t tan  a f te r  b rav ing  136  m i les  o f  t he  Hudson ’s 

o f ten  cha l l eng ing  cond i t i ons .   By  1963 ,  the  fu tu re  o f  t he 
race  was  in  ques t i on .   Thus ,  i n  1964 ,  Cas t le ton  Boa t 
C lub  s tepped  up  as  a  sponsor  o f  t he  mara thon ,  go ing 
so  fa r  as  to  add  add i t i ona l  moor ings  and  ex tended 
fue l i ng  accommoda t ions  fo r  t he  hope fu l  con tes tan ts .   A 
Februa ry  1964  i ssue  o f  t he  New York  Times  desc r ibed 
a  w inn ing  boa t  as  a  “17‐foo t  G las t ron  w i th  tw in  100 
ho rsepower  Mercu ry  mo to rs ,  (who)  ave raged  54 .7  m i les 
an  hour,  demo l i sh ing  the  p rev ious  reco rd  o f  47  m.p .h . 
se t  i n  1938 . ” 

The  C lub ’s  hosp i ta l i t y  has  b rough t  boa t  race rs  and 
d ign i ta r i es  a l i ke  to  i t s  banks ,  t hus  re in fo rc ing  i t s 
n i ckname o f  t he  “F r iend l i es t  C lub  on  the  R ive r ” .   Queen 
Bea t r i x  o f  t he  Ne the r lands ,  Ne lson  Rocke fe l l e r,  and 
Woodrow Wi l son  a l l  en joyed  a  peace fu l  v iew  o f  t he 
t imbered  sho re  and  marve led  a t  t he  m igh ty  Cas t le ton 
Cu t -o f f  ra i l r oad  b r idge  to  the  sou th .   P rov id ing  a 
generous  recep t ion  to  gues ts  and  t rave le rs  has  a lways 
been  a  p r imary  m iss ion  o f  t he  CBC.   The  CBC va lues 
i t s  connec t ions  w i th  ne ighbor ing  c lubs  and  has 
ma in ta ined  membersh ip  i n  the  Mohawk-Hudson  Counc i l 
s i nce  i t s  i ncep t ion  i n  1960 .   Each  yea r,  members  head 
ou t  i n  a  sma l l  f l ee t  t o  reun i te  w i th  f r i ends  a t  o the r 
c lubs ,  f a i t h fu l l y  suppor t i ng  the i r  pa r t i es ,  bashes ,  and 
ba rbecues .   The re  i s  a  sense  o f  commun i t y  be tween 
a l l  boa te rs  who  co l l ec t i ve l y  ca l l  t he  Hudson  R ive r  a 
home po r t .  We  leave  the  l and  and  come to  th i s  r i ve r 
eve ry  season  th rough  ou r  c lubs .  We come to  be  w i th 
f r i ends ,  t o  re tu rn  to  wha t  i s  na tu ra l  and  f ree ,  and  to 
wa tch  the  eag les  ra i se  the i r  f am i l i es  ac ross  the  bank 
f rom ou r  own .  

L i ke  the  Mo le  obse rved ,  i n  Kenne th  Grahame ’s ,  The 
Wind  in  the  Wi l l ows ,  t he  r i ve r  i s  “a  babb l i ng  p rocess ion 
o f  t he  bes t  s to r i es  i n  the  wor ld ,  sen t  f rom the  hear t  o f 
t he  ea r th  to  be  to ld  a t  l as t  t o  the  i nsa t i ab le  sea . ”  On 
th i s  r i ve r,  we  a re  a l l  connec ted ;  by  l ove  o f  t he  wa te r 
and  the  th r i l l  o f  cas t i ng  o f f  ou r  l i nes .  I t  does  no t  ma t te r 
where  we  come f rom on  the  l and .   We head  ou t  on  ou r 
vesse ls ,  se t  ou r  head ing ,  and  we  wr i t e  ou r  l i ves  s to r i es 
toge the r  ou t  on  the  wa te r.

Horsepower  i s  i n  the  p lann ing  s tages  fo r  2021 ,  and 
a l l  CDC gu ide l i nes  w i l l  be  me t  come Augus t .   We  a l l 
l ook  fo rward  to  hav ing  a  fun  and  sa fe  even t  and  to  see 
eve ryone  aga in  th i s  summer ! 

I n  2011  J im  Ke l l y  and  a  few  o the r  members  o f  t he  Cas t le ton 
Boa t  C lub  were  l oung ing  on  the  pa r t y  dock  admi r i ng  a  g roup 
o f  go - fas t  boa ts  power ing  by.  They  wou ld  s tand  up  and 
cheer  the  boa ts  on  fas te r,  en joy ing  the  sound  o f  t he  eng ines 
th ro t t l i ng  up .

There  i s  no  sound  qu i te  l i ke  a  we l l -bu i l t  mo to r  h i t t i ng  i t s 
swee t  spo t .  I t  i s  t he  RPM where  a  l umpy  cam smoo ths  ou t , 
and  i t  can  s t i l l  pu l l  you  back  i n  the  sea t .  The  boa t  l eaps  ove r 
the  waves  and  the  p rop  chu rns  up  a  roos te r  t a i l  i n  response .

Tha t  a f te rnoon ,  he  had  an  i dea .  Why  no t  i nv i t e  the  boa ts 
to  come to  the  c lub?  CBC wou ld  th row a  pa r t y  and  have  the 
boa ts  do  wha t  they  a re  do ing  anyway  -  f l y i ng  by  the  c lub . 
The  even t  wou ld  be  no th ing  fo rma l .  Jus t  a  good  t ime ;  On 
land  the re  wou ld  be  ho t - rod  ca rs ,  mus ic ,  and  bu rge rs .  Down 
on  the  docks  the re  wou ld  be  f l ashy  boa ts ,  bu i l t  eng ines ,  and 
b i k in i  t ops .

J im  remembered ,  “Year  one  we  rea l l y  had  no  c lue  i f  any  boa ts 
wou ld  show up ,  i f  ca rs  wou ld  show up  o r  i f  any  spec ta to rs 
wou ld  come.  I  had  con tac ted  Johnny  Sar i s  o f  Pe r fo rmance 
Mar ine  i n  Bo l ton  Land ing ,  and  he  he lped  sp read  the  word 
on  the  f i r s t  Horsepower.   The  even t  was  schedu led  to  s ta r t 
a t  noon ,  and  a t  11 :45  we  had  one  boa t . ”   J im  was  a  l i t t l e 
conce rned .  “Then ,  a t  exac t l y  noon ,  abou t  12  go - fas t  boa ts 
a l l  pu l l ed  i n  toge the r.  As  we  t i ed  them up  a  few  more  came 
f rom the  sou th .   Mos t  o f  t he  boa ts  we  had  neve r  seen  in  f ron t 
o f  t he  C lub .  Tha t  f i r s t  yea r,  t he  co lo rs ,  t he  l oud  eng ines ,  and 
the  speed  –  i t  was  abso lu te l y  amaz ing !   So  amaz ing  tha t  i t 
doub led  i n  s i ze  the  f i r s t  4  yea rs  to  become wha t  i t  i s  now. ”

The  a tmosphere  i s  casua l  and  fun .  Horsepower  i s  t he  pe r fec t 
way  fo r  Cap ta ins  to  show o f f  t he  work  they  pu t  i n  the i r  boa ts . 
The re  a re  no  c lasses  o r  res t r i c t i ons .  Pon toons ,  pa r t y  ca ts , 
vee -hu l l s ,  tw in  eng ine ,  o r  ou tboard ;  a l l  a re  i nv i t ed .  There  i s 
no  p ressu re  o r  po in ts ;  t hey  can  run  i f  t hey  wan t ,  o r  j us t  show 
o f f  a t  t he  dock .  I t  i s  a  chance  fo r  cap ta ins  to  compare  no tes 
on  the i r  se t -ups ,  o r  j us t  ca tch  up  each  yea r.
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