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Horsepower  i s  i n  the  p lann ing  s tages  fo r  2021 ,  and 
a l l  CDC gu ide l i nes  w i l l  be  me t  come Augus t .   We  a l l 
l ook  fo rward  to  hav ing  a  fun  and  sa fe  even t  and  to  see 
eve ryone  aga in  th i s  summer ! 

I n  2011  J im  Ke l l y  and  a  few  o the r  members  o f  t he  Cas t le ton 
Boa t  C lub  were  l oung ing  on  the  pa r t y  dock  admi r i ng  a  g roup 
o f  go - fas t  boa ts  power ing  by.  They  wou ld  s tand  up  and 
cheer  the  boa ts  on  fas te r,  en joy ing  the  sound  o f  t he  eng ines 
th ro t t l i ng  up .

There  i s  no  sound  qu i te  l i ke  a  we l l -bu i l t  mo to r  h i t t i ng  i t s 
swee t  spo t .  I t  i s  t he  RPM where  a  l umpy  cam smoo ths  ou t , 
and  i t  can  s t i l l  pu l l  you  back  i n  the  sea t .  The  boa t  l eaps  ove r 
the  waves  and  the  p rop  chu rns  up  a  roos te r  t a i l  i n  response .

Tha t  a f te rnoon ,  he  had  an  i dea .  Why  no t  i nv i t e  the  boa ts 
to  come to  the  c lub?  CBC wou ld  th row a  pa r t y  and  have  the 
boa ts  do  wha t  they  a re  do ing  anyway  -  f l y i ng  by  the  c lub . 
The  even t  wou ld  be  no th ing  fo rma l .  Jus t  a  good  t ime ;  On 
land  the re  wou ld  be  ho t - rod  ca rs ,  mus ic ,  and  bu rge rs .  Down 
on  the  docks  the re  wou ld  be  f l ashy  boa ts ,  bu i l t  eng ines ,  and 
b i k in i  t ops .

J im  remembered ,  “Year  one  we  rea l l y  had  no  c lue  i f  any  boa ts 
wou ld  show up ,  i f  ca rs  wou ld  show up  o r  i f  any  spec ta to rs 
wou ld  come.  I  had  con tac ted  Johnny  Sar i s  o f  Pe r fo rmance 
Mar ine  i n  Bo l ton  Land ing ,  and  he  he lped  sp read  the  word 
on  the  f i r s t  Horsepower.   The  even t  was  schedu led  to  s ta r t 
a t  noon ,  and  a t  11 :45  we  had  one  boa t . ”   J im  was  a  l i t t l e 
conce rned .  “Then ,  a t  exac t l y  noon ,  abou t  12  go - fas t  boa ts 
a l l  pu l l ed  i n  toge the r.  As  we  t i ed  them up  a  few  more  came 
f rom the  sou th .   Mos t  o f  t he  boa ts  we  had  neve r  seen  in  f ron t 
o f  t he  C lub .  Tha t  f i r s t  yea r,  t he  co lo rs ,  t he  l oud  eng ines ,  and 
the  speed  –  i t  was  abso lu te l y  amaz ing !   So  amaz ing  tha t  i t 
doub led  i n  s i ze  the  f i r s t  4  yea rs  to  become wha t  i t  i s  now. ”

The  a tmosphere  i s  casua l  and  fun .  Horsepower  i s  t he  pe r fec t 
way  fo r  Cap ta ins  to  show o f f  t he  work  they  pu t  i n  the i r  boa ts . 
The re  a re  no  c lasses  o r  res t r i c t i ons .  Pon toons ,  pa r t y  ca ts , 
vee -hu l l s ,  tw in  eng ine ,  o r  ou tboard ;  a l l  a re  i nv i t ed .  There  i s 
no  p ressu re  o r  po in ts ;  t hey  can  run  i f  t hey  wan t ,  o r  j us t  show 
o f f  a t  t he  dock .  I t  i s  a  chance  fo r  cap ta ins  to  compare  no tes 
on  the i r  se t -ups ,  o r  j us t  ca tch  up  each  yea r.
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